
TttmrntTM I»¦!mill""¦»rmiMTiiTnrminTrTtrrin-wiinumwiimiiii.¦.¦iiiimi

Big Reduction on Dresses,
Waists, Furs and Suits
We have launched a big reduction sale of Women's Dresses I

for both street and evening wear, Waists of all kinds of mate- I
rials, Tailored Suits and Furs.

These reductions will only be for a limited time. Included
are every odd lot or broken size, in most all the shades, in
ninny rases only one. of each kind. So if you are interested in
.ifiiy particular style or color an early selection is advised.

Dresses, were S8.9S, reduced to. $5.00
Dresses, were S15.00, reduced to.$10.00
Dresses, were $25.00, reduced to.$1S.75
Dresses, were S27.50, reduced to.§21.50
Dresses, were S27.50, reduced to.SIS.75
Dresses, were $30.00, reduced to.$22.75
Dresses, were S33.50, reduced to.$25.00
Dresses, were S-10.00. reduced to.$30.00
Dress, was S50.00, reduced to.$40.00
Dress, was $55.00, reduced to.$45.00
Dress, was S65.00, reduced to.$55.00

Trimmed or plain Waists reduced
$1.25 Waists reduced to. 79c
$1.50 and $2.00 Waists reduced to.$1.00
S3.00 and $5.00 Waists reduced to $2.98 and $1.98
S5.50 and $6.50 Waists reduced to $4.98 and $3.98
SS.00 and S 10.00 Waists reduced to.$6.98

Women's and Misses' Suits
at reduced prices

$15.00 Suits reduced to. $6.98
$18.98 Suits reduced to.$10.98
$25.00 Suits reduced to.$15.00
$35.00 Suits reduced to.$17.75
S35.00 to $50.00 Suits reduced to.$23.75

IFurs reduced considerably
4 Pony Coats, were $52.50: reduced to $37.50.
1 Pony Coat, was $70.00: reduced to $55.00.
1 Pony Coat, was $115.00: reduced to S95.00.
1 Broadcloth Coat, natural squirrel lining and raccoon col¬

lar, was $40.00; reduced to $30.00.
ODD MUFFS AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES.

3 Fox Muffs, were S40.00; reduced to.$30.00
I Fox Muff, was $25.00; reduced to.$19.50
1 Wolf Muff, was $25.00; reduced to.S19.50
1 Fox Muff, was $23.75; reduced to.$16.50
4 Wolf Muffs, were 822.50; reduced to.$15.00
7 Wolf Muffs, were S17.50; reduced to.$11.9S
NECK PIECES AT BIG REDUCTIONS.

Odd lots of Jap Mink. Blended Mink and Brook Mink
Neck Pieces. $2.9S to $13.50; all greatly reduced.

1 Wolf Shawl, was S27.50; reduced to.$19.50
1 Fox Shawl, was S29.50; reduced to.$22.50
1 Mink Shawl, was $60.00; reduced to.$40.00

II Mink Shawl, was S45.00: reduced to.$30.00
1 Mink Piece, was $40.00; reduced to.$30.00
1 Ermine Set, was $100.00; reduced to.$50.00

NOISY JOY RIDERS
DSSTÜRBPATIENT

Hospital Trying to Prevent It
by Asking for Light to Catch

Offenders.
Hi*'* .'£Became of th.e n/klsa *rnade by auto-1

biles containing Joy-riders, who come
forth In droves after midnight, patients
In some of the local hospitals, espe-
sally the Memorial, which Is located In
Broad Street at Twelfth, have been
complaining. For a long while the
noise ol these parties has been a
source of worry to the hospital au¬
thorities.
Last night Dr. Charles R. Robins,

secretary of the Memorial, appeared
before the Light Committee of the CityCouncil and made application for
lie Installation of lamps In the vl-
inity of the hospital. It Is believed
lhat more light will put a stop to the
noisy merrymakers. It was pointed out
that by this means patrolmen would
he enabled to see the numbers of the
ars as they whiz by.
The ornamental I'ghts In Broad

(street end on the western corner of
Twelfth Street, and the hospital au¬
thorities hope to have them extended
sufficiently to surround the building.
Though the ornamental lamps are

preferred, tho petitioners for more
illumination are not <;>:act in their
requests, but have merely applied for
tiioit light of any description.

DRUGSTORE ROBBED
I hieve« KutiT by Pnss ttey rind Secure

svto From < «sb [legist er«.
Tho drug store of Aaron fJrt-onvt-aid,

2001 Park Avenue, was entered aomo
time Sunday night and the two cash
legistera were broken open and robbed.
The burglars secured abc.it »49 jn
ash and Bevoräl checks made out In

.Mr. Greenwald's name- 11 1» hardly
iifssible that an attempt will be made
to negotiate the checks, as to niake
such an attempt Would be- to give
i!way the thieves.

Entrance was effected by a skeleton
nr pass key. a-- there was no sign of
>>.'irB or windows being broken.

<>n the same nlghl, according to a-
repori made yesterday to the police.
.Mrs. CV Hooker, of 70t>" Wist Grace
..-trcet, was robbed of a gold watch, a

^-^»rffHOid ring end a ring set With gar-
: rts and diamonds. On the watch was
Inscribed "From Oscar to Katie."

THERE IS NO TIME
like the present for Martin;; a ktvinca
;ic<:oum. Once 6tartcd.how quicklyi' grows.

.< pei cent, compound interest aü«lcil
to your saving*.

1117 Last Main Street.

SELECTING PHI
FAR BATTLE ABBEY

Jury of Award Finds Many
Beautiful and Satisfactory

Designs.
Wi:h Its task perhaps half complet¬

ed, the Jury of award, whose duty It
Is to select tht prize-winning designs
for the Confederate Memorial Instl-
tue, or "Battle Abbey," rested last
nlgrht from Its labors after a long day's
hard 'vork. The more than threescore
<lt-slg..3 whoso authors havo compiled
with the rules of the contest wcra
gone over carefully, one by one, and
those deemed to be the most satisfac¬
tory were lnld aside for further eon-

federation.
Tho Jury Is composed of Lieutenant-.jGovernor J. Taylor Ellyson and W. C.

Noland, of Richmond, and James Knox
Taylor, of Washington, supervising ar¬
chitect of the United States TreasuryDepartment.
Mr. Ellyson said last evening thattha Jury will hardly ho able to com¬plete Its labors before to-night. He sni.1that quite a number of beautiful plansh;id been received, and that there wouldbe no difficulty In selecting live prize-'winners/ any one of which designs'would be a Utting scheme of construc¬tion for the purpose. The difficultywill bo In selecting tho one which Isthe best, all things considered.
Tho Jury has no Idea of the author¬ship of any plan, the award being on

its merits. The Jury will report to theexecutive committee of tho Confed¬
erate Memorial Assoclitlon, which hasthe final selection and award of prize*and contracts.
The meeting Is being held in theMutual Building.

CITIZENS' MEETING
Wrftthnniptnn People i<> llcnr llcpurl

lif. (u t'llr Service.
A meeting of residents along theWestharnpton rar line will bo hold t<»-

ittght In the school building at Salop2'J, for tho purpose of hearing the re-
port> of a committee appointed at a re.
cent meeting to confer with tho \ it
cljiln Hallway and Power Company as
to obtaining hotter car service.
The Westhampton cars now run on athirty-minute schedule, and the rest-

dents are anxious to have a car ovc.vfifteen minutes, especially during thebusiest hours of tho day. Within the
.last year this section has been bull! tipgreatly, and a largo number of tittM-
iio«s< m»h In the city have their iiom'cs
out there. They claim that the present

I schedule delays ihcni a great deal,especially when they go bill to lunch.Connection's are poor also «hon theyleave for their offices in the morningand return homo at night,

BOILER EXPLODES
Julien 11. Hill's Home Badly

Damaged While Entire
Family Was Asleep.

FLAMES ADD TO DANGER

Glas?. Fixtures and Furniture
Wrecked, Total Loss Amount¬

ing to Over $3,000.
The lives of the oight occupants In

the home of Julien H. Hill, cashier of
the National State and City Brink, were
endangered early yesterday morning',
when the boiler in the basement of the
house, at IS 10 Monument Avenue, ex¬
ploded, shattering glass and damaging
furniture. Fire, either the cause of
the explosion or following it. began to
cat its way through the seasoned tim¬
bers forming the flooring above.
While Mr. Hill Is not prepared to es¬

timate the damage at this time, as It
will require the advice of an expert
to tell the exact amount. It will prob¬
ably exceed $3,000.

"It could have been worse, much
worse." said Mr. Ulli yesterday. "Every
soul in the house was a sleep at the'
time. My lour children were on the;
third Moor, ami my wife and myself!
on the second. 1 was awakened by a
sound of crashing gla>s. and then fol¬
lowed deej), rumbling noises. Natu-
rally my first thoughts were for the
Children. 1 awakened my wife, and
after bringing the little ones to a place
of safety, went to Und out what ihe
trouble was.

Itiiln in llnftcmciit.
"The basement, where the lire oc¬

curred, was a mass of broken and
twisted pipes, and tilled with smoke
from the tire. A telephone call brought
the chemical apparatus, and the tire
presumably was extinguished. When
1 left the basement to go upstairs,
however, 1 discovered that the flames
had broken o'lt 11 gain, and another call
was sent for the lire extinguishers.
This time tile Ilaines were put out."

Fortunately, no one was Injured.
Though highly prized nntlque furni¬
ture was cracked anil splintered, and
though plate gluss was broken, while
many valuable pieces of bric-a-brac
were splintered Into hundreds of pieces
and an entire heating plant demolished
beyond hope of repair, still Mr. lllil Is
thankful because of the almost mirac¬
ulous escape of his family.
Ho attributes the explosion to a lire

which began in the shavings and
smaller pieces of wood, which were
kept close to the furnace. At present
It Is practically Impossible to tell
whether the lire preceded the explo¬
sion or the explosion followed the lire.
This will be determined later. It is
understood that the damage is entirely
covered by Insurance.

POWERS HALED TO COURT
Councllmun-routraetor to Explain

liulldlug Matter To-Day.
Councilman John T. Powers, of Clay

Ward, reported to the Police Court
last week for violation of the Building
Code, will appear in court this morn¬
ing to answer to the charge. He con¬
sulted Mayor Richardson and City
Engineer Boiling, two of th* members
of the board named to hear appeals
from the Building Inspector, yesterday.
Building Inspector Beck holds that

this is a police case rather than ono
for appeal from his decision. Accord¬
ing to Mr. Beck. Contractor Powers
was warned that his trenches were not
deep enough; notwithstanding that
warning he laid foundations which
Deputy Butlor has reported as being
but twelve Inches in the ground, where
the Building Code calls for a depth of
eighteen inches. Mr. Beck says that it Is
not a question of construction, or of
his ruling, but one of fact for the court
to determine, and that any policeman
or city official might have reportedContractor Powers had ho seen the
walls hoing constructed on such a
foundation. The houses in question
were being erected for David Connell
on Main Street west of Meadow. Mr.
Council has also been summoned to
court as the owner. According to Mr.
Beel;, the whole question Involves the
enforcement or non-enforcement of the
Building Code, end it Is h!s Intention
to ask the court for a fine for each vlo-
lailon. whether the offender be a mem¬
ber of the City Council or a privatecitizen.

COVBIlXME.VT HAS PAH)
FOR KEFO It MATORV PROPDR'l'Y

Despite protests from various stkllrccain Virginia, the government will es¬tablish a reformatory in Fairfax coun¬ty, near Mt. Vernon, the home ofC.eorgo Washington, for the- use of theDistrict of Columbia, unless CongressInterferes After condemnation pro¬ceedings a fee simple deed to Iheproperty, which was owned by largeestate, was turned over to the gov¬ernment last Saturday at a term ofthe United district Court in Alexan¬dria. The price paid for Ihe property,which consists of about GOO acres, was112,000.
Women'* Missionary Meotlnc.The Women's Baptist Missionary fir-,cle of ItlChlllOnd and Vicinity will lioMits regular me. iIiik at the OrcA'e Ave¬

nue Baptist Church Thursday after¬
noon at I u'elnek. when all of the wo¬
men'.* missionary societies of the Bap-|tl*t churches will lie represented. Thefeature Of Hi" imetlng will he an ad¬dress i>y Mrs; I. W'i Will«, formerly111'- secretary of the State nrtraiil/.atlnn.

Two llpcim'ic < itl/euK.Ram (llnsH. t llusflau, ami HermanHonrs PIscher, a Oerinnn, wer.- yes-terdilv granted naturalization p ip. i sIn .he United stau-« I ilslrlcl courthere.

G. M. Co.
"PEARL"
Roofing Tin
Comes in rolls
and if easy i"
!. it i oh t Ii c
llOtlfC.

Gordon Metal
Company,
Nth & Dock.

Gas Burner Contract Again
Recommended by Light

Committee.

FIXTURES UP TO CONTRACT

Resolution Adopted Looking
Jnto the Lighting of Alleys

by Electricity.
Refusing polntblunk to hear from tho

representative ,>f the Uencral Lighting
Company, tho lowest biUder, the Coun¬
cil Committee on Light last night for
the second time recommended to the
Council tho award of contract to theAmerican Street Lighting Company, tho
present contractor, lor supplying nnd
lighting ornamental street giis lump
burners, the city furnishing the polesSlid gas. The price is $13 per lampeach for 1,200 lamps, slightly lower
than last year, the number of lamp.-,being increased by 1!U0, making the
contract carry with it nn outlay ofS 15.0)0.
The award had been recommitted bythe Common Council, where li generaldebate took place on the whole questionof lighting the ttrccts, in tho courseof which It was brought out that the

award had been to the higher of twobidders, and tt was assorted that the
lamps burned much more gus than the'agreement speclllcd ami did not conio
up to the required candle power. A
written report from Superintendent
Knowles, which was forwarded to the
Council for Information, showed that
several lamps tested vjjero within tho
ontrnct specltlcatlon a* to the nmount

"f gas burned per hour, three and a
half cubic feet.

ItcPnrta Don't Tally.A report of Mr. Knowles, made two
years ago, was read, staling that theold llat-llamc iins burners consumed>ix feot per hour, and that tho savingin gas would meet the excess cost, es¬
pecially as the company assumed costof lighting and extinguishing thelamps. In a report made last nightMr. Knowles placed the consumptionof the old Hat-flame burners at tencubic feet per hour, making the com¬
parison even greater In favor of the
patent lights.

Mr. Fuller wanted to know why the
lty should spend money for renting
gas burners when it was erecting an
electric plant. Mr. Knowles's report,while showing toils as to the amount
of gus consumed, did not show candle
powt r of the patent lamps, but the su¬
perintendent stnted that It was gen¬erally accepted that they averagedabout sixty candle power.
The committee discussed for an hour

whether the company was fulfilling
Us part In replacing worn burners, tho
statement being made that the lights
were about half the Illumination ofwhat was giver, when first Installed.
The vote to send the paper back to the
Council with the report of the super-
intendent as to gas consumption test3
was adopted S to S. as follow?:

I Ayes.Messrs. Cease. Hobson. Mon-
cure. Rogers. founders. Wiltshire,
Workman and Grimes.I Noes.Messrs. Melton, Mitchell and
Tower.«.

Before th* vote was taken Mr. Pow-
crs made a sharp fight to obtain a
hearing for the agent of the Ceneril
Lighting Company, who was present,
hut the committee refused to accord
him the floor, although It heard at
length from th* manager of the pres-
ent contractor, who promised that his
men would do better work In the fu-
ture in cleaning and renewing lamps.

Would Trnimfer Whole Syntem.
While the Light Committee was In

session the Committee on Electricity,
In session !n another room, recom¬
mended to the Council nn ordinance
transferring from the Lltrht Committee
to the Committee on Electricity the
control of street lighting and the lo¬
cation of llcrhts. Rup-rlntendent Trnf-
ford reported that with the water gen¬erating plant the electric plant coull
operate 1.100 arc lamps, while the
"¦tram plan*, furnished power for water
pumnlr.g. up to 12.000,000 gallons dally.
If thr- amount of water could he cut
to S,000,000 gallons dally, the city could
replace all present eas lamps with ln-
candescent electric lights.

Mny neplnre All fin" l.nmp*.
The superintendent was instructed

to prepare an estimate of the cost of
wiring for such Installation, the plnn
being to provide an arc light at each
street Intersection and tin Incandescent
ghl In alleys and the centro of dark

I locks. Mr. Trafford sai l tha! It would
take several months and require a
complete separate system "f wiring for
such alley lighting by electricity. TieI expressed the opinion that while gcl-
ting estimates now, the city should

I first finish nnd complete Its plant he-
fore awarding contracts for such ex-
tension", which might readily be putI In next year.

ANIMAL DOCTORS
10 HAVE MEETING

State Board Will Also Meet
to Examine Would-Bc

Veterinarians.
I! iv.'eeii thirty nn«l forty of tlie vol-

erinnry surgeons of Virginia will as-
soluble In lllchmond on Friday of llils
week for the annual mooting of the

'virgin!.. SI up Veterinary Association.!
Tim body will probably bo in session
only oho day, adjourning Friday night,
The state Board of Veterinary Kx-

a miners win ni«>et on Thursday morn¬
ing .it i<j o'clock In the assembly ball
nl Murphy's Hotel, for the purpose of
examining candidates for license to
practlci t.be profession in Virginia
Tl re are several applicants,

Tlx board is composed of the fol¬
lowing veterinarians: Dr. M. S. Willis,
liaptdan I >r. J. G. Forney hough,I I'.urkevllle; Dr. Thomas Frarrr, dtlch-
rnond; Dr. s. t.'. Neff. Stnunton, and
Dr. if Bannister, itbanokoi

At Friday's meeting of the Slate as¬
sociation sevicriil papers will he read
>.:i professional subjects, Cater it clinic
v. Ill he held at some stable In the city,
Iii which practical work will he dem¬
onstrated,

A dinner will probably be given at
Murphy's on Friday.

ENGINEER RICE
DIES OF INJURIES
- i

Badly Scalded When Locomo¬
tive Turned Over in South¬

ern Railway Yards.

PNEUMONIA DEVELOPED

Had Been With Company for
Twenty Years.Funeral Ar¬

rangements Not Made. j
As the Indirect result of Injuries re¬

ceived when his locomotive turned over
in tho Southern yards on the evening:
of December 31, Engineer J, G. Itlce
died last night at Ills residence. »10
East l.elgh Street. His death wan duo
to pneumonia and erysipelas, which de¬
veloped In the last few days from tho
burns received In the accident. Ho
leaves it wife and live children. Ar¬
rangements for the funeral have not
been made.

Mr. Itlce had been with the Southern |Railway for the last twenty years, and
had run trains between Richmond and
Danville and also on the West Point
line. In recent years he had been cm-
ployed On the yards.

How Accident Happened.When the- accident that caused his
death look place, he was making up a
train, and with n string of cars be¬
hind his engine was crossing Four¬
teenth Street, where there is a slight
curve. A piece of wood had beendropped on the track and seemed Justto lit In the groove on the outer <d^e
of the curve where the rail Is flushwith the pavement.
When the engine struck it, althoughIts speed was not more than six miles

an hour, the wheels lefl the falls andplowed through the cinders of the
yard for about fifty yards, dually turn¬
ing over. P.otli .Mr. Rice and his col¬
ored fireman jumped, but not until the
brakes had been applied ami the steam
shut off. The enginerr was too late and
was horribly scalded about the hands,
arms and buck.
He was Immediately carried to his

home In the ambulance in charge ofDr. Harshbarger and was attended byseveral physicians, who did not then
consider Ills condition dangerous Kor
several days he seemed to Improve, butlater pneumonia developed, and there
were unmistakable signs of erysipelas,Which caused his death last night.

POLICE COURT CASES
iHiilnh flunks Sent On tn tiroiid Juryfor Alleged Attempt n< llurglary.Charles Williams, colored, chargedwith assaulting Sam Mölmes, was lined
$2o and placed under {leu security tor'
sixty days In Police Court yesterdaymorning.
donah Fisher, colored, charged with!

holding up and robbing Harry Put ol
$10, appeared, but Iiis case was con¬
tinued to January is.

William Anderson, colored, suspected
of passing counterfeit money, was dis¬
missed.

Isaiah Banks, colored, charged with
attempting to break Into the notise of
E. M. Bernstein, 52S North Tenth Street,
was sent on to the grand Jury.
W. A. Pchdleton. white, was sent toijail (or thirty days on a charge ot'

stealing lour safety razors from A. IS.
Clarke & Son.
Emmett Robinson, colored, chargedwith assaulting anil robbing .1. >. .'-eon

of $5, was held for the grand jury.
Emma Foster, colored, who was ar-

rested in Police Court for falling to
appear as a witness In the caro against
Arthur Warwick, charged with sellingcocaine. In his preliminary hearing on
January 6, was ordered held for Jan¬
uary It.

COUNCIL CALLED.
_

Spcclul Meeting of episcopalians to
elect Hlsbop Coadjutor.

The Rt. Rev. Robert A. Gibson, D.D. Bishop of Virginia. Ussued a call
yesterday for a special meeting of the
Diocesan Council to be held in St.James Church. Richmond, on Wednes¬day, February 1, at 10 o'clock. Dele¬
gates are directed to forward their
credentials to Rev. E. I,. Goodwin, at
Ashland, Va.
The special meeting is called to takeaction on the resignation of Bishop Co¬adjutor Arthur S. Lloyd. D. D., who hasdecided to return to his former post in

connection with the work of tho boardof Missions In New York City. If hisresignation Is nccepted the councilwill at once go Into the election of a
bishop coadjutor for the diocese.

JEWELER rioBBED
.1. A. Klug; Finds Store ltniiHiickcil of

Muny Valuable*.
On opening up his store at 525 West

Broad street yesterday morning, .1. .s.
King, Jeweler, found thai lh<; place
had been pretty well ransacked bybu/tflars and that several hundred dol¬
lars worth of watches, revolvers, spec¬
tacles and pieces of jewelry had been
stolen- The burglary was later re¬
ported to the police, and several detec¬
tives were assigned to the case.
Entrance to the store was effected

through the rear, by tearing away sev¬
er'.! Blanks and smashing a glass par¬
tition. The; watches wore hung along
t,.e wall, and wete easily found by lae
burglars, who carefully selected Hie
niosi valuable. None of them was the
property of the Jeweler, all having been
sent lo hi in or repairs.

Farmer Policeman in llnnkrupicy.Walter .ft^ckson Perkins,,n. a re¬
tired member of the lllchmond Pollen
liepari merit, yesterday llled a pctltio"in voluntary bankruptcy In the United
Spues Di8lr|Ct Court. Liabilities, un-
s. > med claims, are placed at $601.09.while $1.232 assets, with %SS6 claimed
as exempt, arc set forth. C. W. Tyler
is attorney for the petitioner.

SEE! US
Our 'Jewelry of artistic designs

and fine quality wiN suit every
taste.

SMITH & WEBSTER,
612 East Main Street.

Taxi:Cab Service
ft Day and Nl<j,ht.

PHONE
Madison 46 Day.
Madison 48 Nifiht.

Call for the "Alco."
RICHMOND TRANSFER COMPANY.

It's a very normal price we have put on hun¬
dreds of our finest Suits which sold as high as
$28.00.
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FIRE BOARD STANDS
BY SUPERINTENDENT

Declares That Thompson Deserves Commenda¬
tion in Stringer Contract Matter.No Con¬

tract Awarded for Motor Engine.
W. Ii. Thompson, superintendent of

fire alarm and police telegraph for
the elty of Richmond, wua held abso¬
lutely blameless by the Board of Klrcj
Commissioners last night in the mat¬
ter of awarding certain contracts to
John Vi Stringer, former foreman for
the Southern Bell Telephone and Tide-
graph Company. The board held that
If Hie superintendent was guilty the
commissioners were likewise guilt
as the records of die body show that;
the contracts hud been awarded in the.
knowledge at the lithe that Stringer
was foreman for tho telephone com¬
pany.

Instead of attaching blame to Su¬
perintendent Thompson, the commis¬
sioners praised him, and President
Taylor, as well as Commissioner
I.eoky. stated that be had acted wise-
ly and for the best Interests of tho
city in advising the award of the con¬
tracts to the c\rtelephone employe.

Brought I p by Mr. I.eoky.
The question was brought up through I

a resolution offered by Mr. I.ecky to
the efrcct that the board knew that
Stringer was mi employe <>| the tele-
phone company. In the capacity of
foreman tit the lime the work was!
done. Commissioner Chen Iwood said
thai he wtis not a member of tho
board in the time referred lo. and
therefore could not vote for such u,
resolution,
Mr. I.ccky staled that the records of

the board would show that his state-
incut was correct. .'Mr. Thompson has
proved a most worthy official, and has
saved the city considerable money." fie J
said, "lie has been made to appear In
a light which Is not Just to I.Im, and!
I am simply desirous, not of exonerat¬
ing him, for he has- done nothing for
which to he exonerated, hut of re¬
moving any possible doubt us to the
stand the board take* In the matter.
If Superintendent Thompson Is guilty,
then so Is the board, for what was
done was known by each and every
member of this body. It Is. simply to*
show our confidence In our superln-
tendent that I otter the resolution "

Charles I'. Taylor, chairman of the
hoard, was of the opinion that Inas¬
much as no blame attached to Mr.
Thompson, ih* body should tnit.- no
cognizance of the questloji raised.
"Why should we dignify sinister
charges with adopting a resolution
which would In effect, be an attempt
to exonerate a man w ho has done
nothing?" he *nld. "Mr. Thompson did
what was right and proper. So far
from holnir In any way connected with
Stringer, ihe facts are to the contrary.;
as every member of the board at fife |
tline must know.

Why Mrlntter (iot It.
"The first time Stringer appeared as

a bidder for any Job with the- city as

contractor was when a man named An¬
derson wanted to do the work. Thomp¬
son recommended Anderson's bid. and
It was due to l.onnlc Jones, our secre¬
tary, that we were Informed thnt
Stringer's bid was the lowest: If I re¬
call correctly. Mr. Thompson look ot-
fense nl Jones's suggestion. But after
he bad been Informed of the facts In:
the case, he was willing to have the
work go to Stringer.
"We had been paying money to a

contractor prior to this, ami Stringer'
was doing the work under a subcon¬
tract. Then it was that We decided we!
cottlel save tills money by giving the!
work to Stringer direct, which was]done. Superintendent Thompson since
that time has saved the city hundreds!
of dollars In this very work.
"Vou gentlemen all know that the!

Bell Telephone Company know that
l-.trlnger was doing tue work. Why, he
couldn't have gone. Into one of those
ducts without the telephone company
knowing ii. As to the imputation that
some of the telephone company's wire
was used in doing work for the city,
it Is simply liiughuble. The city bought
and paid for Its wire In New York.
Had he wanted to use the wire used
by the telephone people he could not,
for the city uses no wire of the same
kind employed in telephone work."

No Need of ttcsidullon.
Reference to the record of the boarl

at a Hireling held July 1 _>. IfiOÖ. was
made, and It was found that tho ques¬
tion of awarding the contract to
Stringer was referred to the Superin¬
tendent of l-'lrc Alarm; with Instruc¬
tions to report at the next meeting.
Tho next meeting was held on July Ji>.!
when tili superintendent reported lhati
the contract be awarded to John l<\
Stringer, "foreman for the Southern;
Bell Telephone Compan.x."
H was at this juncture that several

of the commissioners thought it un¬
wise to adopt the resolution, in view
of the fact that the record was so ex¬

plicit, and because of (ho further fad,
slated In the meeting, that Ihe record
was public property and could be in¬
spected at any time. Mr. I.ecky then
withdrew the resolution, with tho as¬
sertion that ho thought the remarks
and action taken were sufficient to de¬
note Ilie feeling of tho board on the
question. Il was also decided to add
to the annual report of the body, which
bos hern formulated and will bo sent
to the Mayor, thanks ie> the supcrln-
tendent for his faithful services and
to the electrical Inspectors for their
good work.

\«» Contract Awarded.
Bids for llie combination automobile

pump, hose wagon and chemical en¬
gine were opened, hut no contract was
awarded. Instead, after eliminating
all bids specifying a rotary pumping'
engine and subscribing to the piston
pump, the hoard referred the bids to
a committee composed of Commissioner
Kcpplor, Superintendent Thompson,Chief loynes, Master Mechanic Jones
and Secretary Jones, with Instructions
to report ni tho next meeting.
Among the bids submitted were; it.

a. (Monitor, $7.son. $8,000 nnd $8,500;
Knox Automobile Company, $8.000,
Ijtiltweiler Pumping Engine Company,
»ü.f.OO; Robinson Klre Apparatus Com¬
pany, $9,000 and {S.üOO: "WoAib Motor

Fire Apparatus Company, $$,000. Of
this number but two had the required
piston pump, the Robinson Company
and tlie Knox. The former exceeds tho
appropriation, and it appears as If the
Knox, should the specUie.itlons pre¬
sented meet the requirements of tho
committee, will be selected. Represen¬
tatives 01' the several companies wore
heard.
The requirements ot the department

were for u motor which would have a
minimum speed of twenty-live miles
an hour; Hat tires and a pumping ca¬
pacity of from 000 to 700 gallons of
water per minute through ft two and
one-half inch hose
A special meeting of the board will

be held January 1>> at 8 o'clock for tho
purpose of formulating wants for next
year to ho presented to the Finance
Committee, and at tills meeting the
award for the motor fire engine will
als o be made-

Will Return .Money.
A staten.cut of the expenditures ot

lie department for the year was pre-
hentcd, anil showed that the llremenwill return to the city treasury $3,r>00
of the amount allowed for maintenance,
salaries and expenditures for tho year.
A recommendation Is carried in the an¬
nual report for automobiles for the
Mi Is of the department, and for the
llminatlon of the fifty-five call men

and the substitution of slatlonmeo.
It. Oilman was named as engineer ot

Company No, and W. B. Wright was
named as substitute In company No. 12.
to till the vacancy. A total number of
92S alarms were answered by the de¬
partment during the year. The most
serious lires reported were the two
college Urea.lllchmond College and
the University College of Medicine

SMALL FIRES
llrpnrtmrut f'nltrd Out Three Time*,Hut .No Serlutln Dnningc I" Any Case,
Three alarms of tire were turned In

yesterday afternoon and last n'ght.but serious daniage was reported In
none.
One alarm came from 221 t JeffersonAvenue, where a chimney had caughtfire. A second was turned in from:<)C, Carter Street, where c oals haddropped on the floor of the home ofBessie Williams-, oolored. and started

a small blaze. The damage will
amount to itbötit 51"
The third alarm came last nightfrom the car barns oil Robinson Street,

near which a pile of tar-covered roof¬
ing left on the ground hud become
Ignited, The blaze whs soon extin¬
guished.

ROUTED THIEVES
\egro Boys Attempt to Snatch Hand¬

bag From Mrs. I.aura M. Call.
While she was returning home alongHenry street, between Broad and

Grace, Mrs Laura M. Call, of 713 West
Marshall .Street, \va* assaulted at ö:15
o'clock yesterday afternoon by two
negro boys, who then attempted to
snatch her handbag.

Mrs. Call held on tightly to her
handbag, and, after n sharp tussle, suc¬
ceeded in routing the two thieves, and.they made off through a nearby alley.She reported the occurrence to the
police, but was unable to give a de-
scrlptlon of her assailants, beyond say¬ing that they were negro boys.

ARRESTS LAST NIGHT
-

Mary Johnson, Colored, Charged With
Stealing Lot of Clothing.

Mary Elizabeth Johnson, colored,
was arrested last night on a charge'of stealing a woman's suit, two black
skirts and a coat, all valued at S2C,
from James Dodson. The woman had
on some Of the alleged stolen apparel
when arrested. There was no change
of clothing for her in the station/'Henry Taylor, colored, was arrested
on a charge of stealing SS from S.Uilman's Sous, by whom ho was em¬
ployed as driver.
David Gllliam. white, was arrested

on a charge of neglecting to support
bis child.

OllleerH' School Held.
All of the officers of the Blues' Bat¬

talion, staff and line, assembled last
night at the armory to attend an ofM-
i its' school of instruction, ui tight byMajor C W. Howies. Studies weretaken up In Minor's Tactics and inSherrlll's Map Leading, in which theFort Leaven worth man was used.
These schools will hereafter be held

on the second Monday night in each
month, no excuses save illness beingaccepted for absence on the part of
any officer.

SIMPLE AS 2 AND 2
A look and a dig In your jeans and

one of those $25.00 or $22.r.O Suits for
gift.Tü Is yours.

Jacobs & Levy,
finality simp.

Diamond Rings
The beauty ;aiid ~dcß;tnce of oiy^ Dia¬

mond stock is well known.
All stones' are of fine quality, set in

newest mountings;
SCIIWARZSCIIILD BROS.

Mad. 418
The careful and painstaking way in

which wc handle your collars, cuffs and
shirls will more than please you.

ECLIPSE LAUNDRY.


